FINAL PUBLIC NOTICE
	THOMPSON PROPERTY ACQUISITION AND DEMOLITION
COLUMBUS, MONTANA
HMGP-DR-4655-10R


Notification is hereby given to the public that Montana Disaster and Emergency Services (MT DES) has requested funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for a proposed hazard mitigation project to acquire the property at 3777 MT-78, Columbus, Montana. This notification is provided pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), and FEMA implementation procedures described in 44 C.F.R. Part 9 and FEMA Directive 108-1. Funding from FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program will be utilized, the purpose of which is to implement cost-effective mitigation projects that result in safer and more resilient communities.

Flooding in June 2022 caused the Stillwater River to reroute its channel and the new channel washed out the existing road access to the property, thereby creating an island on which this property is located. MT DES would acquire the property and engage a contractor to demolish and dispose of the structure. Since the property is surrounded by Stillwater River, the use of highwater/terrain equipment would be utilized during the demolition effort, and debris removal would be conducted during Stillwater River’s low flow season. Upon completion of the acquisition, demolition, and site restoration activities, MT DES intends to transfer ownership of the parcel to Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP). FWP would hold and manage the property as deed-restricted open space in perpetuity, subject to FEMA’s requirements and any applicable transfer approvals. 

The project area is depicted on FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Number 30095C0853D, effective date 10/16/2015. The FIRM shows the property lies within Zone AE, regulatory floodway. Maps of the project area and its location within the Special Flood Hazard Area are available for public inspection. Parties interested in receiving a copy of the map should contact the FEMA Region VIII Environmental Officer using the contact information provided in this notice.

Construction activities would be in accordance with all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations and ordinances. This action requires MT DES to comply with the county’s local floodplain ordinance and the National Flood Insurance Program regulations and may require a Floodplain Development Permit.

44 C.F.R. Part 9 requires FEMA to avoid to the extent possible the long and short-term adverse impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of floodplains/wetlands and to avoid direct and indirect support of floodplain/wetland development wherever there is a practicable alternative. With this public notice, FEMA is informing the public that the proposed action would occur in areas that are mapped within the Special Flood Hazard Area, as well as potentially wetlands. There are no practicable alternatives to the proposed project. It is anticipated there would be long-term beneficial impacts to the floodplain and wetlands, with potential minor, short-term adverse impacts during the demolition and removal process. Any adverse impacts to jurisdictional wetlands will be addressed in compliance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. In addition, FEMA evaluated potential effects of the proposed project on endangered species and historic properties and determined there will be no significant impacts to these resources. 

A public comment period for the proposed project described in this notice will remain open for 15 days from date of publication. If no substantive comments are received, the proposed project may proceed no sooner than 15 days after the comment period closes.  Interested persons may obtain more detailed information about the proposed project by contacting Sara Hartley, MT DES, 406-417-9238 or by email at sara.hartley@mt.gov. Information may also be requested by emailing fema-r8ehp@fema.dhs.gov or by mail at the Denver Federal Center, P.O. Box 25267, Denver, Colorado, 80225, subject line: Thompson Property Acquisition.


